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STRYKER - The big news resulting from Wednesday’s CCNO board meeting was the
approval to add two canine units to the jail.

“Canine units in jails and prisons are becoming more and more popular,” commented
Executive Director Dennis Sullivan. “These dogs are specifically trained to detect things that are
legal in the community, but illegal in a correctional facility, like THC and suboxone. It’s time
for us to do this.”

Jail officials are still researching training options and visiting other facilities that already
have canine units in place to make the best decisions and policies for CCNO. The board backed
the decision and unanimously agreed to allow the jail to purchase two dogs, training, and
miscellaneous expenses up to $45,000. The money will come from the inmate trust fund and
won’t be an expense to the taxpayers. The trust fund can only be used for specific purchases for
the inmate population.

Two new inmate programs are also in the works at the jail. TYRO Leadership and Victim
Awareness will be available to inmates next year. “Adding other programs allows for us to have
a rotation so we can offer more to inmates and give our counselors additional interventions that
can positively impact an inmate’s return to the community,” said Sullivan.

Board Chairman, Sheriff Roy Miller, honored retiring board members Williams County
Commissioner Lewis Hilkert and Henry County Commissioner Bob Hastedt. Commissioner
Hilkert is retiring as Williams County’s longest serving commissioner after 17 years. He had
served on the corrections commission since 2022,

Commissioner Hastedt joined the CCNO board in 2009, when he was elected a

commissioner. “Having been on the board for 16 years, [he] has seen many faces come and go
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and has been a part of some highs and lows at CCNO,” Sheriff Miller stated, “you will be
missed.”

Henry County Sheriff Mike Bodenbender was also a board member retiring at the end of the
year, but was not present to be honored. Bodenbender has served on the board since 2013.
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